responsible for chemical pathology, remains. Professor R E 0 Williams now edits the microbiology section while Professor G Wetherley-Mein and Dr M S Dunnill have taken over the sections of hmmatology and histology respec- tively. An additional and welcome new section on immunology is edited by Professor P G H Gell.
Dr Dyke himself makes the case in his preface that few pathologists in this country now practise over the whole range of the branches of the subject so that it may be that this volume will find its market mainly in those areas where specialization is less developed. This point is strengthened by the fact that two of the branchesmedical microbiology and histopathologyare dealt with in separate volumes of the series.
Nevertheless this volume brings together interesting summaries of developing aspects over the whole range of clinical pathology. Where almost all is well presented and much to the point, it is perhaps invidious to single out particular contributions. The whole section on immunology is most valuable, as are the chapters on human cytomegalovirus infections (H Stern), folate deficiency (I Chanarin), human chromosomes (A I Spriggs and D J Bartlett) and muscle biopsy (J T Hughes and Betty Brownell). Chemical pathology, on the other hand, seems strangely neglected with an allocation of less than 10 % of the total space. This volume can be thoroughly recommended for general reading by pathologists of all kinds. T CRAWFORD An Introduction to the History of General Surgery by Richard Hardaway Meade pp xi+403 illustrated £7 4s Philadelphia &c.: WB Saunders 1968 Medical history, once the hobby of a few enthusiasts, is now attracting the great body of the profession. Indeed, medical educationalists are realizing the value of some knowledge of the historical aspects of the subject as part of the essential background of the doctor in training. Instead of despising the crude efforts of the past, we are coming more and more to admire the often brilliant deductions, as well as the dedicated work of our forebears, so that the physician of today should feel himself part of the evolutionary process of the science and art of medicine.
Dr Meade has produced a short, readable and useful introduction to the history of general surgery and has approached this in an interesting manner by considering, in turn, specific surgical problemsinfections, fractures, anatomy, amputations and the surgery of the principal organs of the body. The final chapter reviews the develop-ment of transplantation. In each chapter the progress of the subject from the earliest times to the present is discussed, often with short quotations from the relevant classical papers. In each particular topic key names and references are given.
Perusal of the relevant chapter in this book by a student or surgical trainee would be a rewarding introduction to his reading on a particular region and would make the surgery of today fit into its historical perspective. For the more sophisticated historian, the very extensive and international bibliography will provide a useful source of references.
The book is beautifully produced and fully illustrated with portraits of the great names in surgery. Perhaps further editions would be improved by reproducing, in addition, some illustrations of the historical operations of the past. The first edition of this authoritative text has already come to be regarded as an almost essential guide in any department in which lung function is studied; the issue of a second edition after only three years indicates the esteem in which it is held. There have been extensive and useful revisions; the sections on ventilation and perfusion have been expanded in the light of recent knowledge and many new diagrams and tables have been added. Especially valuable is the revision of the chapter on normal values; the same basic tables from the first edition are used, but they are expanded with closer subdivisions of age, and the charts are now much easier to use in their rearranged form. There are valuable notes on ethnic differences and on alterations produced by smoking.
The chapter on lung function in disease has been expanded and a section on disturbances of acid-base balance has been added. Industrial diseases of the lung have been dealt with rather sketchily.
An especially admirable feature of this book is the treatment of the references to the 'literature'. There is a full and now up-to-date bibliography divided into sections, cross-references are made meticulously and there is an index to first authors as well as to subjects. The flow of the text is not disturbed by references but a guide to appropriate literature is given at the end of each chapter. The excellence of the line diagrams is in contrast to the feeble half-tone blocks which could have been omitted without great loss. Proc. ro v. Soc. Med. Vollume 62 JIiiie 1969 This book is clearly written with authority and great scholarship and many vorkers in this field will agree that 'Cotes is, deservedly, well on the \xay to ,ecoming a classic. From early times until the mid-nineteenth century abdomiinal injuries were treated on conservcative lines, and even after the discovery of anwesthetics surgeons hiesitated to explore gunhot wounds of the abdomen. Indeed it was not 'ntil the war of 1914 18 that operative treatment was conmmonly undertaken. During the war of 1939 -45, with better provision for bloodtr-ansfusion and the aid of sulphonamides and ntibiotics (especially penicillin), exploration beclame the rule and the results greatly inmproved.
There is an interesting chapter dealing with the discovery of gunpowder and its influence on \\arfare; the evolution of the various types of firearms is described and illustrated.
The book concludes with an account of notables in Amllerican history wh1o were victims Of gullshot wounds of the abdomen'; these include Presidents Garfield and McKinley who received fatal wounds, and Alexis St Martin who sLIrvived and became the subject of William Beautmont's remarkable investigations. There is much to interest the laymen as well as the surgeon in thils book. A good list of references is appended.
ZACHARY COPE

Clemens von Pirquet His Life and Work hy Richard Wagner MID pp xx 4 214 illustrated 66s 6d
Baltimore: Johns Hopkins Press 1968 Loa,llon: Ox!brcl Unihersitv Press Von Pirquet is remenmbered in this country chiiefly forhis tuberculin test and as the originator of the much abused term 'allergy'. The author was a co-worker for the last ten years of von Pirquet's life and his aim in this book is twofold: 'to present a biographical sketch of Clemens von Pir-quet and to evaluate the significance of his scientific discoveries and their influence on present day thinking inl medicine'. This aim is lachieved. He shows h1ow von Pirquet's outstanding intellectual gifts -geniLus is a word that recurs frequently in the bookwere linked with a wvarm humanity and great administrative ability. His studies of immunity and hypersensitivity are described in some detail and may prove rather heavy going for the general reader. His less familiar work onl anthropomorphics and his system of nutrition derived from these studies are also described. A later chapter, 'Allergy of the Life Phases', shows how wide his concept of allergy became. In his last years he was occupied with the problem of how far the reaction toward disease (including tuberculosis, diabetes, cirrhosis of the liver and malignant tumours) is conditioned by spontaneous changes in the organism during its life course. These changing reactions came within his concept of allergy.
Von Pirquet's marriage to 'a severely psychoneurotic individual (to whom he remained devoted with a touching faithfulness)' is discussed in relation to his uneven creative activity and to their ultimate suicide together. This is a biography, showing unusual insight of an outstanding pioneer of many branclhes of pxdiatrics and immunology. To have a stroke is the great dread of thousands, and their apprehension is increased by ignorance of what a stroke is, and of what causes it. Their ignorance and fears are not helped by the half truths of the mass media, but books like Dr Barham Carter's can do much to help the public to understand the problem more sensibly.
The book is aimed at the intelligent, reasonably educated layman, but many doctors will read it w\ith interest and profit. The various types of stroke and their causation are described in some detail, and there is a section on precipitating factors and prevention. There are many detailed suggestions for improving the independence of the patient, and for constructing devices to help him.
But perhaps the most striking feature is the author's practical undranmatic insistence on living life to the maximum after the stroke, whether minor or major. The physical and emotional effects of a stroke on the patient and his family are profound, but in Dr Barham Carter's experience, and in that of many family doctors, firm, wise guidance and persisting helpful encouragement from the doctor and all his ancillary helpers are the mainstay in achieving the fullest recovery.
MICHAEL LINNETT
